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Leggett & Platt Commercial Vehicle Products  
Signs Build-to-Suit Lease in Hunt Midwest SubTropolis  
Ford upfitter adds 72,000 SF in Automotive Alley to modify Ford Transit van 

 
 
KANSAS CITY, Mo – Jan. 7, 2014 – Leggett & Platt Commercial Vehicle Products, a Ford upfitter, has signed a lease for 
a 72,000 square foot build-to-suit facility in Hunt Midwest’s SubTropolis, the world’s largest underground business 
complex. The deal also includes a 13.5-acre underground parking lot for 1,200 Transit vehicles. 
 
Leggett & Platt CVP installs interior racking shelving systems and wall liner packages, exterior ladder racks and decals, 
as well as mobile offices for Ford’s Transit commercial van. Completion of the manufacturing facility and office space, 
which will employ about 50, is expected in the second quarter of 2015. 
 
"SubTropolis is a good fit for Leggett & Platt CVP because of its proximity to the Ford Kansas City Assembly Plant, 
where the Transit is built,” said John C. Forest, Leggett & Platt CVP's vice president of install operations.  “We also 
found the underground to be a cost-effective location in an ideal environment for our commercial equipment 
installation operations." 
 
Ford’s Kansas City Assembly Plant, located in Claycomo, MO, is just two miles north of Leggett & Platt CVP’s new 
facility in SubTropolis.  
 
Leggett & Platt CVP is the seventh Ford upfitter to locate in Hunt Midwest’s Automotive Alley, bringing the total 
footprint dedicated to automotive suppliers to more than 100 acres of developed land and 470,000 square feet of 
leased space. 
 
Other suppliers include Knapheide Manufacturing, Ground Effects, Midway Ford, Auto Truck Group, AER 
Manufacturing and CASECO.  These upfitters, combined with Ford’s NAVLOS (North American Vehicle Logistics 
Outbound Shipping) facility, have room to stage over 7,000 vehicles. 
 
“Hunt Midwest’s Automotive Alley provides suppliers and upfitters like Leggett & Platt CVP with business synergies 
to Ford’s vehicle logistics facility that cannot be duplicated elsewhere,” said Mike Bell, vice president and general 
manager of industrial/commercial real estate for Hunt Midwest.  
 
 
About Hunt Midwest 
Hunt Midwest is a full-service real estate development company with a focus on industrial, commercial, retail, mission 
critical, multifamily, senior living and residential real estate. Its portfolio is anchored by SubTropolis, the world’s 
largest underground business complex. Hunt Midwest is a Kansas City-based, privately held company owned by the 
Lamar Hunt family. The Hunt family business is a diverse portfolio of entities involved in real estate, sports/media, 
energy/resources, private equity and investments. Marquee entities include the Kansas City Chiefs, Hunt Midwest, FC 
Dallas Soccer Club, Toyota Stadium, Chicago Bulls and United Center.  

http://www.huntmidwest.com/index.html


About SubTropolis 
As the world’s largest underground business complex, SubTropolis sets the standard for subsurface business 
developments. SubTropolis was created through the mining of a 270-million-year-old limestone deposit. In the 
mining process, limestone is removed by the room and pillar method, leaving 25-foot square pillars that are on 65-
foot centers and 40 feet apart. SubTropolis is home to more than 50 local, regional, national and international 
companies that employ in excess of 1,600 people. 
 
In 2012, SubTropolis earned a perfect ENERGY STAR energy performance rating of 100 in the category of 
unrefrigerated warehouse from the EPA. Of the six warehouse facilities in Kansas and Missouri that have earned the 
ENERGY STAR, SubTropolis is the only one to receive a perfect rating. 
 
About Leggett & Platt Commercial Vehicle Products 
Leggett & Platt Commercial Vehicle Products (CVP) is a division of global diversified manufacturer Leggett & Platt, Inc. 
(NYSE: LEG). Headquartered in Atlanta, GA, CVP is a group of companies that provide a single source for commercial 
vehicle needs. Through its brands CVP designs, manufactures and installs commercial vehicle interior systems, truck 
equipment and accessories under well-known industry brands: a) Masterack, van interiors and truck accessories 
equipment designer, manufacturer and installer; b) Crown North America, automotive original equipment 
accessories program integrator; and c) Gamber-Johnson, rugged docking stations and vehicle mounts manufacturer. 
The CVP family of companies includes 13 facilities in North America. For more information, visit www.leggettcvp.com.  
 
 
For More Information: 
Eric Ford | Hunt Midwest 
816-455-2500 or eford@huntmidwest.com 
 
Krista Klaus 
913-284-5752 or kristamartinklaus@gmail.com 
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